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The Play

Polixenes is the King 
of Bohemia. His friend, 
Leontes, is the King 
of Sicilia. Leontes is 
married to Hermione.
Polixenes has spent 
nine months visiting 
Leontes and Hermione.  
Hermione wants him  
to stay longer.

Leontes is jealous 
that Hermione likes 
Polixenes so much. 
He suspects that they 
have had an affair.

Leontes
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Hermione and Polixenes

Leontes decides to poison Polixenes. The servant Camillo seems  
to agree to the plan, but secretly warns Polixenes. Together, they 
escape Sicilia and go to Bohemia.

Leontes accuses Hermione of adultery. She says she has done 
nothing wrong. Leontes sends her to prison. 

He sends two messengers to the oracle to provide proof that 
Hermione has been unfaithful. 

In prison, Hermione has a baby girl. Leontes orders that Paulina’s 
husband, Antigonus, take the baby to a remote place and leave its 
survival to chance.


